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"Huh, you may be right, Genro Ito."
"How far had I got? What was I talking about? What was the
subject anyway, Saionji-san?"
"Huh, the Black Pigeon and Baron Rosen didn't want to fight us—"
"H'm, you have a remarkable memory, haven't you? That's right.
Now, when General Kuropatokin returned to Port Arthur, under
Bezobrazoff's influence, the decision had been made to wage war
against us. This man was the leading Russian Court dignitary and vio-
lently anti-Nipponese. He was in Manchuria during the General's
absence."
"Huh, Genro, what is your personal stand? Are you for or against
war?"
"Ah! I'm coming to that."
Ito shifted his feet on the pelt and said: "At Bezobrazoff's instigna-
tion, Russia is about to set up a Governor-General's office at Port
Arthur under the command of Admiral Alexieff to direct Russian civil
and military activities in the Far East. At the same time she is rushing
to complete the double-tracking of the trans-Siberian railroads. These
will perfect the Czar's preparations for a war against us.
"Do you get the idea? The country has ample power at her com-
mand, and her vanguards with fixed bayonets are charging towards
us. We have our backs to the wall. What would you do, Saionji-san?
You were once a Commander-General."
"Although I am against ruthless aggression, we should put a stop to
the constant disturbance and irritation caused by Russia in the Far
East. She has no business threatening our safety," Saionji said fervently*
"Hurrah! The future Premier and possible Genro of Nippon speaks.
I agree with you. Many patriotic organizations are urging us to strike
at the enemy right away,"
Genro Ito's perspiring torso looked like a large, boiled red beet.
Saionji, too, was drenched with sweat.
With a shout of banzai, they drank a toast to the continued glory
of the Empire.
There was a large number of Representatives affiliated with the
Party in the general meeting-room at the Seiyukai headquarters in
Tokyo. They were waiting to hear an important announcement.
One with a southwestern accent said in despair:
"Well, the Seiyukai Party will be completely smashed We depended..
on President Ito, but he couldn't do much last time he became Premier

